INDIA

this fact, and the peculiar problems it creates,
there is the larger and, from the point of view
of general history, more important question of
the general reaction between the civilisation
of the East and that of the West On this
point, too, I must say a few words Indian
culture, I have suggested, is more remote from
western than that of any other eastern country.
And m India, as in China, the great masses of
the people are, of course, untouched in their
traditional ideas and way of life by any con-
tact with the West. The effects, so far, of the
British conquest on the peasants of India are
economic rather than intellectual or spiritual,
and on the economic question I do not propose
to touch On the other hand, the educated
classes in India have been subjected for several
generations to the full stream of western ideas;
and its effects have been radical and profound.
Born into a system of caste, they have been
educated in the ideas of equal opportunity
and no privilege Born into an atmosphere
of all-pervading religion, they have been edu-
cated in rationalism and free thought. Born
into an atmosphere of faith, they have been
educated in an atmosphere of science. The
earlier generations accepted the new gospel
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